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pleasure or in doing things useful to oneself or others;
these -are wise maxims, and the cc carpe diem" doc-
trine, carried thus far, is a rational and legitimate
corollary from the shortness of life. But that because
life is short we should care for nothing beyond it, is
not a legitimate conclusion ; and the supposition that
human beings in general are not capable of feeling
deep and even the deepest interest in things which
they will never live to see; is a view of human nature
as false as it is abject. Let it be remembered that if
individual life is short, the life of the human species
is not short: its indefinite duration is practically
equivalent to endlessness ; and being combined with
indefinite capability of improvement, it offers to the
imagination and sympathies a large enough object to
satisfy any reasonable demand for grandeur of aspi-
ration, If such an object appears small to a
mind accustomed to dream, of infinite and eternal
beatitudes,it will expand into far other dimensions when
those baseless fancies shall have receded into the past.
Nor let it be thought that only the more eminent
of our species, in niincl and heart, are capable of
identifying their feelings with the entire life of the
human race. This noble capability implies indeed a
certain cultivation, but not superior to that which
might be, and certainly will be if human improve-
ment continues, the lot of all. Objects far smaller
than this,, and equally confined within the limits of